
 

9th Annual Health & Housing Convening 
December 5, 2019, 8:30am-5pm 

Lehman College, Music Building, East Dining Room 
250 Bedford Park Blvd. W Bronx, NY 10468 

 

Morning Agenda 
  8:30 am Registration and Networking Breakfast 

  9:00 am Welcome 
 Joe McKenzie-Hamilton, West Side Federation for Senior and Supportive Housing and 

Treasurer of The Health & Housing Consortium 
  9:15 am Opening Remarks from Dr. Justine McGovern,  

Lehman College Department of Social Work 

  9:30 am Consortium Updates and Progress 
 Bonnie Mohan, Executive Director, The Health & Housing Consortium 

10:15 am Break 
10:30 am Home Is Where the Health Is 
 This session brings together distinguished clinicians to discuss how the health care 

system is working to support those in need of housing to stay healthy, highlighting 
programs that are currently addressing these needs and what else needs to be done to 
efficiently provide medical and behavioral health services to this population. 
 
Dr. John Coffey, Chairman of the Department of Emergency Medicine, BronxCare 
Michael Curcio, Housing Coordinator, BronxWorks 
Dr. Fabienne A. Laraque, Medical Director, NYC Department of Homeless Services 
Dr. Regina Olasin, Chief Medical Director, Care For the Homeless 
Deirdre Sekulic, Assistant Director of Social Work, Montefiore 

Moderator: Henie Lustgarten, President Emerita, The Health & Housing Consortium 

12:00 pm Networking Lunch 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 



 

Afternoon Agenda 
  1:00 pm Remarks from New York State Senator for District 34, Alessandra Biaggi 

  1:15 pm Medical Respite and MRT Housing: A Combination That Works 
 This panel will focus on the benefits of Bronx hospitals being able to utilize both 

medical respite and MRT permanent supportive housing for patients with high 
Medicaid costs, including perspectives from recipients of these services along with 
housing, respite, and hospital providers.  
 
Willie Chambliss, Tenant from MRT Housing Program 
Beverly Raudales, Senior Vice President for Programs, Comunilife 
Keona Serrano, Project Manager, Housing at Risk Program, Montefiore  
Moderator: Cynthia Stuart, Chief Operating Officer, Supportive Housing Network of 
New York 

  2:15 pm DSRIP and the Future 
 This session will discuss the effects of DSRIP from City, State, hospital, and community-

based perspectives, and explore how we will continue to work together once it ends, 
with or without DSRIP 2.0. 
 
Emily Engel, Deputy Director, Bureau of Social Determinants of Health, New York State 
Department of Health 
Ana Gallego, Executive Director, Health Systems Planning and Policy, NYC Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene  
Irene Kaufmann, Executive Director, Bronx Partners for Healthy Communities 
Moderator: Kristin Miller, Director, Corporation for Supportive Housing 

  3:15 pm Break 

  3:30 pm From Punishment to Public Health 
 This panel will examine criminal justice as a public health issue and discuss approaches 

to addressing the medical, housing, and social needs of the justice involved.  
 
Guillermo Barrionuevo, Peer Advocate, ED Leads Addiction Program, NYC Health + 
Hospitals/Metropolitan Hospital 
Dr. Jonathan Giftos, Medical Director, Opioid Treatment Program, NYC Health + 
Hospitals, Correctional Health Services 
Monique Powell, Senior Forensic Case Manager, EAC Brooklyn Community  
Re-entry Assistance Network 
Moderator: Jeffrey Coots, Director, From Punishment to Public Health, John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice 

  4:30 pm Closing remarks by Bonnie Mohan, Executive Director, The Health &  

Housing Consortium 

  4:45 pm Networking Wine and Cheese Hour 
  6:00 pm Close 
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